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Source: David Heyes, Wigan Borough Council
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Data Quality

• Validity

• What does the data item represent?

• Completeness

• Are all the records expected present• Are all the records expected present

• If not can the % completeness be assessed

• Attributes

• Timeliness

• Positional accuracy
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Address failures

• 2001 / 2011 Census

• National Address Register

• Energy meters – DECC Study

• Companies House• Companies House

• Valuation Office Agency

• Land Registry

• Energy Performance Certificates

• Fire and Rescue Services

• NROSH (National Register of Social Housing)



It can be differentIt can be different



Source: http://dev.citysdk.waag.org/buildings/#52.3689,4.8986,14







Source: http://bklynr.com/block-by-block-brooklyns-past-and-present/
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Conclusions

• Addressing in the UK is NOT:

• Definitive

• Authoritative

• A Public GoodA Public Good

• Of measurable quality

• Fit for many specific purposes

• Used as widely as it could be

• Maintained cost effectively

WHY?



Conclusions

BECAUSE:

• Since 1979 the primary motivation for maintaining 
national address files has been to make a profit or 
surplus through trading (often only loosely related surplus through trading (often only loosely related 
to costs)

• BIS (parts), The Treasury, Royal Mail PLC and the 
Public Data Group appear to have won the 
argument in government.

• This is likely to be subject to a wide range of 
continuing challenges….
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